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DATE
Honorable Kenneth LaValle

Senator, NYS Senate 

Chair, Committee on Higher Education

Legislative Office Building, Rm. 806

Albany, NY 12247

Honorable Ronald Canestrari
Majority Leader, NYS Assembly

Legislative Office Building, Rm. 926

Albany, NY 12248

Dear Senator LaValle and Majority Leader Canestrari: 
On behalf of NAME OF ASSOCIATION, I am writing in support of your legislation to license the practice of dietetics and nutrition in the state of New York.  The reason for licensure is to accurately convey the specialized background, knowledge and skills of these health professionals so that physicians who make referrals, facilities who hire, and individuals who seek nutrition therapies can be confident of their working with the nutritionists recognized to provide specific care and services.  
STATEMENT ABOUT THE ASSOCIATION – WHO WHAT WHERE & WHY

Well crafted and properly administered licensure statutes protect the health, safety and well being of the community's residents.  To understand why the licensure of dietitians and nutritionists is so important, it is helpful to consider changes occurring Americans’ health and within the U.S. health care system itself.  No longer are bacterial diseases our largest health threats, but of the ten leading causes of death in the United States today -- heart disease, cancer, stroke, lung disease, accidents, pneumonia/influenza, diabetes mellitus, suicide, kidney disease, and liver disease/cirrhosis – seven are linked to diet and lifestyle.  To prevent disease or promote health, the physician may recommend nutrition education or advice.  However, with more serious situations, medical nutrition therapy (MNT) by qualified professionals often required.  With MNT, the patient’s nutritional status would be assessed, nutritional needs evaluated and appropriate interventions determined.  In some cases, the patient might be counseled on basic diet and exercise, but other nutrition interventions could have more immediate life-or-death implications.  These MNT interventions sometimes involve diet prescriptions and follow-up as well as invasive procedures such as the provision of enteral (tube) feeding and parenteral (intravenous) feeding.  The seriousness of diseases and conditions as well as the technical details of the intervention where MNT applies underscores the requirements for qualified healthcare professionals with documented training and experience. 

The nature of health care today also calls for establishment of requirements and use of titles with oversight by the state through licensure.  With more and more services offered outside of hospitals and traditional medical facilities, physicians need to know they are sending their patients to the providers legally recognized to offer MNT interventions.  Facilities who hire food and nutrition professionals need to be confident that their employees have met uniformly high academic, training, continuing education and testing requirements.  

Society and individuals want access to professionals who are committed to evidence-based practice, safe care and quality improvement, and they want assurance that the services they need will be covered by third party payers.  Licensure will help provide those assurances here in New York. 

Once again, the NAME OF ASSOCIATION appreciates your support and continued commitment to the nutrition health of New Yorkers through the enactment of this licensure legislation.  Please feel free to reach out to our associations should you have questions or seek further assistance in securing the passage of this worthwhile legislation. 

Sincerely,

NAME OF ASSOCIATION
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